
Hooking the Reader

Ask a Question

????????

Use Figurative Language
Narrate a Personal 

Experience

Use a Quote 

From a 

Famous

Person

State Your Opinion

Use a Definition
Make a Bold 

Or Challenging

Statement



Make your writing 

a page turner!

The lead (beginning or introduction) 

establishes the direction your writing will 

take. A good lead grabs your reader's 

attention and refuses to let go. In other 

words, it hooks the reader. 



Hooking a reader when you are writing an essay 

is just as important as a movie trailer is to the 

success of the movie.You want to give “a little 

bit” of the content, but you really want them to 

“buy the ticket.”  This presentation will 

introduce you to some types of introductions so 

that you can use them as your own when you 

write.



REMEMBER THE 

RULE OF 3!
Your introduction should have at least 3 concise and clear 
sentences.

You should accomplish 3 things with your introduction:

Get the reader’s attention

Present your topic and purpose

Connect with your audience



WHAT IF I 

COULD OFFER 

EACH OF YOU 

$500,000?



NO, you will not 

have to do 

anything illegal!!!



So, would 

you like to 

know how 

to get it?



GRADUATE FROM 

HIGH SCHOOL!

• Studies show that people who graduate from 

high school will earn at least $500,000 more in 

their lifetime than people who do not.

• Staying in school will determine whether or 

not you get the $500,000.



Well, did I get your attention?

• This is an example of one way to hook your 

reader in the introduction:  asking a 

question.

• You can ask a rhetorical question that draws 

the reader into wanting to read further to 

discover the answer to the question.   

• Ask an interesting question that you will 

answer in your essay.



Use Questions to “Hook” Your 

Reader!

Let’s Take a Closer 

Look at Some Examples



Have you ever wondered how you would 

survive if you found yourself alone in the 

jungle? How would you defend yourself 

against predators? What would you eat?

Where would you find water? Read 

Swiss Family Robinson to see just how a 

family manages to survive! 
Evaluative Writing



Sample Questions to AVOID!

AVOID meaningless questions that don’t ask 

the reader to think critically; a question you 

don’t expect the reader to answer.

Examples of Meaningless Questions

• “Do you like Christmas? I do.”

• “Do you have a favorite season? Well I do.”

• “Have you ever wondered why people have 
different traditions?  Well, I’ll tell you.”



Another technique that 

writers use to engage the 

writer is to share a personal  

experience in the introduction.

Let’s Look at Some Examples



“10, 9, 8, 7, 6…” It was my first basketball game

and I had the ball with the clock ticking away.  I 

was standing on top of the world.  However, to 

get to that point, I had to go through pre-game 

jitters, the embarrassing shot, and the opponent’s

hard stares.  Yes, it takes determination to succeed.  



Two Effective Techniques

-Questions

-Narrate a personal experience

• In the survival 

introduction, the 

writer involves 

the reader in his 

or her topic 

before it is even 

introduced using 

questions.

• In the basketball 

introduction, the 

writer is so pulled 

in by the details 

of the story that 

the reader already 

trusts the writer as 

a person.



WHAT PHRASE 

IS THIS GREAT 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

LEADER MOST 

FAMOUS FOR?



I Have a Dream



OPEN WITH A 

QUOTATION

• Open with a quotation that is well-

known (but be sure to put quotation 

marks around it).

• You can also use a quotation from 

someone that is not famous.  It could 

be from a song, movie, or one of your 

own.



Examples of Famous Quotes

• “A penny saved is a penny earned.” 

–Benjamin Franklin

• “I’m dreaming of a white Christmas.” – Bing Crosby

Student Example:

John F. Kennedy once said, "Ask not what your country can 

do for you, ask what you can do for your country." I think 

today's Americans have forgotten Kennedy's message. We 

expect our country to take care of us, but we are not taking

care of our country. 



Use Figurative Language

to Hook Your Reader

“Time flies when you are having fun!”



Begin with a simile – a comparison using 

“like” or “as”

Begin with a metaphor – a comparison 

stating one thing is another thing

Begin with personification - give nonliving 

objects human characteristics



Additional Examples:

 Tardies have overtaken our schools like a disease. 

(simile)

 Tardies have become the blemish on our school’s 

otherwise clear complexion. (metaphor)

 The bell screams for the students to return to class but his 

calls are left unanswered.  (personification)



PART THREE:

“Hooking the Reader”



Make a Bold Statement

The introductions in this section will deal 

with speaking your mind, making a bold 

statement to emphasize your position.  



A bold and challenging statement is similar to an 

announcement, but is meant to cause some people to 

disagree with what you say. It's like one side of an 

argument. It can be an opinion, but don't immediately 

state that it is your opinion. 



MAKE A BOLD STATEMENT

• Making a bold or strong 

statement can get the 

reader’s attention.

• Making a bold 

statement also sets the 

tone for your essay and 

establishes you as 

someone who has clear 

and concise thoughts.



Open with a Definition

Open with a definition of the term you are discussing and writing about. 

It can be your own or come from a dictionary, textbook, or other source. 

Example: According to Webster's Dictionary, government is defined as

the authority that serves the people and acts on their behalf. How 

can the government know what the people want if the people do not 

vote?  If we do not vote, the government may act on its own behalf 

instead of on the behalf of the people. 



Give Your Opinion
Come on, you guys do this all the time, 

right?  So, instead of dancing around 

the topic, tell the reader what you think 

about it in the introduction.

Example

“There is no question, students 

should be allowed to choose 

where they sit at lunch.”



As you can see, 

“hooking the reader” 

is the key to success in 

writing! 

BUT…. 
Don’t forget the following tips



Tip #1
Do NOT use the following phrases:

“In this essay…”

“I am going to tell you about…”

“I will write about…”

“The first reason is…”

“The second reason is…”



Tip #2
Do NOT use the following phrases:

“In this essay…”

“I am going to tell you about…”

“I will write about…”

“The first reason is…”

“The second reason is…”



Tip #3
Do NOT use the following phrases:

“In this essay…”

“I am going to tell you about…”

“I will write about…”

“The first reason is…”

“The second reason is…”



Tip #6 – Always Remember!

Hook the Reader!



REMEMBER THE 

RULE OF 3!

Write 3 clear sentences

Get the reader’s attention

Present your topic and purpose

Connect with your audience



DON”T FORGET!
Do NOT use the following phrases:

“In this essay…”

“I am going to tell you about…”

“I will write about…”

“The first reason is…”

“The second reason is…”


